
STRANGE SUBSTANCE VOMITED FROM THE STOMACH.
To th-j Editor of tho Boston Modical and Surgical Journal.

Dear Sir,—I wrote you under date of Dec. :28th, 184(5, accompanying
a substance thrown from the stomach of a lady of this place, and pro-
mising farther facts in the case. The following I have collected, ¡is facts,
¡nul which I believe are strictly correct.

November 17th, 1846, at 11, P. M., was called to see Mrs. N., aged
57. Has complained, for about ten years, of a disagreeable sensation at
the stomach, which she described as a violent motion, with faintness and
sinking. I was told, by the messenger who came for me, that she had
vomited an animal resembling u viper, and that she continued to vomit
blood frequently.

Found, on visiting the patient, that on the 3lst of October preceding,she had, while eating a dish of sea fowl, accidentally swallowed a bone,
which seemed to trouble her much, although she could not refer the sen-

sation produced by it to any particular part, but sometimes referred it to
the stomach, at others to the left side, and again to the throat. She con-
tinued nearly in the same state, until Nov. 11th, when there was a sense
of suffocation, sickness at the stomach and violent retching, in course of
which the substance was thrown apparently, und us the patient affirmed,
from the stomach, together with about half a pint of blood. 1 found her
with cold extremities, a pale and cadaverous countenance ; pulse small,
thread-like, occasionally intermitting, and 50 per minute ; occasional hic-
cough, voice feeble, and the whole system seemingly prostrated beyond
recovery, and copious ejections of blood, with violent pain referred to the.
stomach. 1 exhibited diffusible stimulants, with one fourth of a grain of
morphine. The pulse soon rose to 90. Being under the necessity of
leaving her in about two hours, I directed a course of treatment calculated
to allay urgent symptoms merely until my return, and left her compara-
tively comfortable, though with the belief that she could not recover.

Nov. 18th, 10, A.M.—Found the patient free from pain; has not
vomited blood since last visit ; pulse 00, very small, and fast sinking.
Pursued the same course as yesterday, when the patient seemed to revive.

19th.—Was called a number of miles in an opposite direction, and did
not see the patient.20lh, 11, A.M.—Found the patient much worse, ¡uni predicted to
the friends that she would not live through the night, which was the case,
as she died at 11, P. M.

Now for a history of the substance in question—or, as I suppose it to
be, the polypus. It had been macerated in water from the 14th, at 10,
P. M., until 11, P. M.. of tho 17th. I found the bone firmly attaohed
hy a thin membrane to the upper part. The body was 11 3-4 inches
long, and in the largest part was 1 3-4 inch in circumference. Attached
to the small part was what appeared to be, and what I still think was, por-tions of tho villous coat of the stomach, which measured 1 1 -2 inches one

way by 5 inches the other. I placed this in spirit, when it seemed, par-ticularly the attachment spoken of above, to become contracted and indu-
rated. In the course of ten days the spirit had become so highly colored
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I changed it into a pint of new, when it seemed to undergo a further
contraction. The bone was very firmly attached by a thin membrane,
and in the examination was somewhat loosened.

I spoke in iny former letter of à difference of opinion. The substance
has been submitted to the inspection of u number of physicians here.
Some believe it to have been a polypus, and the sensation al the Stomach
of the patient for the last ten years, warrants this belief; while others
believe that it is merely coagulated blood, which was induced by the irri-
tation of the bone upon the villous coat of the stomach, and that a por-
tion of the above coal was detached, and an injection of blood from
a wounded vessel caused ihe growth of the substance in question. I
have made an incision into the substance, and find it composed in part
of thin membranes lying parallel to each other, while tiie remainder
seemed to be of a fungous growth. Since it was placed in spirit it has
undergone an organic change. By giving your opinion, you will much
oblige many. It is proper perhaps to add, lhat a post-mortem examina-
tion could not be had, on account of the repugnance of the friends.

I remain very truly your ob't serv't,
W. A. Spear.Mt. Desert, Me., Feb. 27, 1847.

[The substance above described may be seen at the office of the Medi-
cal Journal.—Ed.]

DR. WARREN'S VALEDICTORY TO THE MEDICAL SCHOOL.
' Cotin,ii,in, .il, ,I lui- the Huston Medien] mid Stirglr-ál .liiliriiiil.J

Tuesday, 3d inst., being the concluding day of the course, Dr. Warren
gave his last lecture tt> the Medical School. In consequence of a report,
that upon this occasion he would take final leave, a numerous audience,
consisting, besides medical students, of the medical faculty, many phy-
sicians, arid a number of gentlemen of the other professions, Were
assembled lo lisien to the last words from the lips of the distinguished
professor, upon r (signing the chair so honorably occupied hy him for forty
years. The address not being written, hut altogether oral, cannot be
given at length, hut we have obtained notes of some of the principal
topics, which so far as they extend can he considered accurate.

After finishing the demonstrative part of ihe course, the Professor said,
that it was natural under existing circumstances lo look back to tin:
origin of the school, to its progress in coincidence with that of the medi-
cal science of the country, and to the slate in which it now existed.
With' this view he gave a sketch of ihe history of the medical school, of
the advancement of the medical profession since ihe transfer of the school
lo Boston, and of the course lo he pursued for the liirlher improvement
of medical science, lie said that the first, anatomical lectures in Boston
were given by his fallier and predecessor, Dr. John Warren, in 1781, in
consequence of his having peculiar opportunities for observation and dis-
section in the Military Hospital of the Revolution ¡it Böstön. These lec-
tures led to the formation of a medical school at Cambridge, which was
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